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Going east from Monoblet you can explore the other side of the Rhone - a very special corner of 
Provence – Vaucluse, the land of exceptional wine, lavender, exceptional ancient towns and oh, 
for the cyclist Mount Ventoux. 

Travelling through Ales and crossing at Bollene you will soon enter the wine country and the 
excellent vineyards of Rasteau, Cairanne, Gigondas, Vacqueras, Beumes de Venise. You will also 
find one of France’s “most beautiful villages”, Seguret. 

There is a small road that will take you up into Dentelles de Montmirail, and over into Vaison la 
Romaine. Vaison is simply stunning. Its medieval quarter is found on a hill overlooking a Roman 
bridge and the main town. In the “new” town are old Roman ruins and a lovely square. 

The countryside to the north and east of Vaison is exquisite. To the north is the lovely village of 
Mirabel-aux-Baronnies. All around is stupendous country of hills and vineyards. To the north are 
the medieval towns of Grillon and Grignan. 

If you visit Vaison, you must include a stop in Buis-les Baronnies. It is a magnificent medieval 
town set in a stunning Provencal valley. Drive there on the upper road via Propiac from Vaison – 
or even Mirabel-aux-Baronnies (stunning) and return via the valley. 

On your return and before turning to Vaison you can visit the country of Mount Ventoux, made 
famous by the Tour de France. It too is an exceptionally beautiful corner of the region. You can 
drive up the Mount Ventoux, or you may prefer to bike it. 

The cycling centre for Ventoux is found in the lovely town of Bedoin. Feel free to rent a bike and 
climb the mountain. The country side is magnificent and dominated by views of the Ventoux. St 
Didier is a very pleasant village and makes a perfect lunch stop. Winding your way back to the 
Gard, stop by L’Ile sur la sorgue – very picturesque ancient village built around the river. 

It would be a very big day but very stunning country. Its about an hour to Bollene or Avignon. 
Maybe you won’t want to do it all in one day, but even just a pat of it is something special. 

http://www.provenceguide.com/decouvrir-le-vaucluse-9-1.html  

http://www.vaison-la-romaine.com/spip.php?page=accueil-uk   

 

Vaison la Romaine, the medieval city looking towards the Ventoux Photo: Boschi Immobilier 


